
The BPU Solid Waste Division will provide  
garbage and cardboard recycling trucks  

outside  Customer Service, 92 Steele Street,  
from 7 a.m.—2 p.m. on Friday, December 26,  

to assist BPU customers with holiday cleanup. 
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     The Jamestown Board of Public Utilities announces a 
BPU ENERGY STAR Rebate Program to benefit BPU  
electric customers. 
     Through the new program, the BPU offers rebates in the 
form of credits on utility accounts for electric customers who  
purchase certain ENERGY STAR qualified products and 
submit paperwork to the BPU.  A rebate form is available at 
BPU Customer Service, 92 Steele Street, Jamestown, and 
on the www.jamestownbpu.com web site.  Brochures about 

the project also will be provided in public locations around the City. 
     To receive the rebate credit, the form should be submitted by mail or in person with a copy of the 
purchase receipt and the ENERGY STAR certificate which comes with the item.  Once validated, 
credit will be placed on the customer’s BPU account. 
     The BPU ENERGY STAR Rebate Program will offer rebate credits on the following ENERGY 
STAR products purchased between October 1, 2008, and December 31, 2009:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
The limit on how much may be claimed is $1,000 per customer account.  The program extends 
through December 31, 2009. 
     Many retailers offer removal of old products when a new unit is purchased.  The Chautauqua 
County Landfill also offers disposal (for rates, call 985-4785).  The Jamestown BPU offers a third  
option of free curbside pickup of old items that have been validated for the rebate, excluding HVAC 
pumps, central AC units, thermostats and windows.  To schedule an appointment to have a replaced 
item removed, call the BPU Garbage Hotline at (716)661-1651.  BPU curbside pickup of the old  
validated unit must be scheduled within 60 days of purchase. 
        The ENERGY STAR label was created by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the 
U.S. Department of Energy to help consumers identify and purchase energy-efficient products.   
ENERGY STAR products are the same or better than standard products, and the saved energy  
lowers energy bills and helps the environment. 
    According to BPU General Manager David Leathers, the idea for the BPU ENERGY STAR  
Rebate Program grew from a BPU employee energy conservation team which has been meeting to 
develop a plan for energy conservation for BPU customers. The BPU expects to publish its overall 
comprehensive energy conservation plan by mid-2009. 
     Last spring, the team initiated “Energy Depot for Homes,” a link on the BPU web site at 
www.jamestownbpu.com.  Energy Depot for Homes includes an energy library; a comparison tool for 
energy use and potential savings for appliances; an energy savings calculator; an e-mail link to an 
energy advisor; and an on-line, do-it-yourself, password-protected home energy audit in short and 
long versions.  
     For further information, customers may inquire at BPU Customer Service, 92 Steele Street, 
Jamestown, open 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. weekdays.  Questions also may be directed to BPU  
Communications Coordinator Becky Robbins at (716)661-1666. 

Jamestown Board of Public Utilities (BPU) 
Offers ENERGY STAR Rebate Program for Customers  

Refrigerator, $100 rebate credit   Clothes Washer, $100 rebate credit 
Dehumidifier, $30 rebate credit   Dishwasher, $50 rebate credit 
Window A/C Unit, $50 rebate credit  Electric Water Heater, $75 rebate credit  
Programmable Thermostat, $10 rebate credit Windows, $25 rebate credit each 
HVAC Heat Pump, $100 per ton#   Central A/C Unit, $50 per ton# 
  # One ton of heating or cooling capacity equals approximately 12,000 btu 



     BPU General Manager 
David L. Leathers recently 
announced the appointment 
of David W. Watkins as the 
new BPU Director of Human 
Resources.  Mr. Watkins fills 
the post that had been held 
on an interim basis by BPU  
General Counsel and local 
attorney William L. Wright, Jr. 
     A graduate of Cornell University School of  
Industrial and Labor Relations, Watkins comes to 
the Jamestown BPU after having served for 14 
years as the Director of Personnel and Safety for 
the City of Binghamton, NY.  In that position, 
Watkins acted as the key human resource City 
official responsible for all labor/employee rela-
tions matters including recruitment, compensa-
tion, labor negotiations, grievance and wellness. 
     The new BPU Director of Human Resources 
also has held various Director and Vice Presi-
dent level positions in Human Resources at Spe-
cial Children’s Center in Ithaca, at Mercy Hospi-
tal in Watertown and at Hahnemann Medical Uni-
versity in Philadelphia.  He began his career in 
labor relations positions at the University of Illi-
nois and at Temple University. 
     In naming Watkins as the Director of Human 
Resources, General Manager Leathers said, 
“The BPU is pleased to have someone with 
David’s broad range of human resources experi-
ence join the BPU.  We are excited to have 
David as part of our organization.  The Human 
Resources Department interacts with each of the 
five Divisions and supports all of our employees.  
Having David in this position certainly strength-
ens our management team.” 

Board of Public Utilities Names New  
Director of Human Resources: 

Former City of Binghamton Director 
of  Personnel and Safety Takes Post 

      BPU Board members passed 
budgets for its District Heating/
Cooling and Solid Waste Divisions.  
Presentations of proposed budgets 
for Waste Water, Water and Elec-
tric Divisions are scheduled.  
Budgets for the five Divisions are 

proposed and voted on by the Board separately 
by division. 
     Rates for District Heating and Cooling will re-
main the same for 2009.  Earlier forecasts had 
predicted a 4 percent increase, but officials were 

able to approve a no-
increase budget. 
           Solid Waste Division 
customers will see an in-
crease of 25 cents per 
month, which is approxi-
mately a 2.2 percent rate hike 
or the equivalent of $3 total 

for the year. 
     The BPU Solid Waste Division faces cost in-
creases in fuel, tipping fees at the landfill and the 
need to replace vehicles. 
     According to General Manager David Leath-
ers, the increase in solid waste rates is half of 
what was expected.  “We don’t like rate increases 
at all,” he said. “Our employees in solid waste  
have done a great job year-to-date in managing 
their expenses.” 

BPU Sets 2009 Budgets for  
District Heating/Cooling and Solid Waste 

Divisions 

     City Councilman Steve Szwejbka of Ward One 
hosted a City Council Ward meeting to provide infor-
mation to BPU customers about the proposed Oxy-
Coal Power Plant Project  on October 1 at C.C. Ring  
Elementary School.  Approximately 50 members of 
the public attended. 
     On hand to describe the project were Dante 
Bonaquist and Rick Victor of Praxair; George Rusk 
and Janine Witkin of Ecology & Environment; and Dr. 
Harvey Stenger, of the University of Buffalo School of 
Engineering and Applied Sciences.  BPU General 
Manager David Leathers also spoke. 
     The BPU and City Council are joining together in 
the coming year to continue to hold informational 
meetings in each City Ward.  Notices of the meetings 
will be publicized in local media. 
     In addition, the Jamestown City Strategic Planning 
Commission is working with the BPU to plan three 
public forums concerning specific aspects of the  
project.  The Commission is co-chaired by Jennifer 
Harkness and City Council President Gregory Rabb. 

Meetings Continue regarding  
Jamestown Oxy-Coal Power Plant: 
Watch for Media Announcements 

Fall Cleanup Results  

366.51 Tons collected in 2008 

 358.32 Tons collected in 2007 

Keep our City clean! 

Reuse, reduce & recycle! 

The last Saturday that the  
Fluvanna Avenue Yard Waste Site  

will be open in 2008 is November 22, 
weather-permitting. 

BPU Red Cross Blood Drive! 
10 a.m.—3 p.m. Thursday, December 11  
Free Parking down the “D” Driveway—

Lunch Provided for Donors— 
Walk-ins Welcome or Call 661-1666 for an 

Appointment 

     The BPU Customer Assistance Program 

(CAP) helps pay utility bills for people who 

fall behind on their utility bills and who are 

not on any type of public assistance.  Qualifying customers may 

receive up to $100 credit on their utility bills in one calendar 

year.  Applications may be filed at the Salvation Army in  

Brooklyn Square for this assistance. 

     To donate to CAP, checks to the BPU CAP Fund may be 

mailed or brought to Customer Service.  The donation also may 

be added onto your payment, after checking the box on your bill. 

The BPU CAP Fund Helps Pay 
Utility Bills for those in Need  


